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e, Anton Dedrum

Secretary of Forelge Affeive
Govevament of the MHevghnil Islands
“ajure, tHarshall Tslands  26%40

Daay Hr, DeBrus:

I regret that our schedules thie psat waek did not permit 2 meetiag to
discuss the watter of the propesed medical survey of the people of
Likieop Atoll, which vou raiged at tha May 16, 1979, meeting with Do~
partement of Energy officials, officials of this Departmert, and rep-
vegcentatives of other sgancics.

I do wvaat you to know that we have been conferviag with the Departoent
of Energy on this matter. Zoth cf cur Dapartoents bave beea walting,

to sessx axtent, for the veturn of Dr. Rugh Prati from the Hacehulls
givzon we beliove that he is in the best position to advise o tha
compotition of & medical team and on other sspects of vhat should be
ircluded in an exemingtion. It 1z my wunderetcsrndiag that be 18 returniog
to New Yerk this vrekend and we will bhe conferring with him carly

aenl week.

At théis point, I cannot glve you a precise anwwer g to tisiag. Theve
oy be cougideradle adveatage ia tylog {a such a surwvey with the sext

querterly visit of the 3rookbeoven team which would be lo feptember,

T reslive thst you haove indicated that the Mersball Islends Covermnent
could aseist with logistic support, but a local field trip ehip might

not have the leboratory or cother wedical equipmeat that che Deprriment
of Energy ship wmight heve available.

It will take time also to sesembla 8 team since {ts members wust plan
w1l in advance of any visit., It would be expected theot sowe nedical
taan members would coeme frow private hospitals awd son-goverament instl-
tuticns. 1 would assame that this type of mekeup of @ medical tesuw would
Se the kiad you would desire.

Plegse be ascured that, while I ceonot give you a definite reply today
25 to oxget timing or co the wakeup of euy wedical tesm, T can ngsurc
you that for ouwr part, we will push forwaxd full stcam shead, It is
anticipated that the Department of Enevgy will do likewise, aod we will

be in constavt contact with that orpanizastion.
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1 shall keep vou regularly ood

-y

ully fofermed,

Sincoraly yours,

LT oy CHEVE

o, Ruth 2, Van Cleve
Dizvectoy

Of{fice of Territorial Affairs
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